
MALTA'S
WOMEN
IN ACTION
1974- 1981

The Council ofW:0111en--~ .

Valletta, Malt'a





MALTA'S
WOMEN
IN ACTION
1974- 1981

A sequel to
"Ten Years of Involvement
and Achievement 1964-1974"

The Council of Women
Valletta, Malta
pU1)lication No.7 - 1981



HIGHLIGHTS & ACHIEVEMENTS
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1974
June

1975
January

February

May

The Council issued a memorandum "On some matters
of importance in Education", which dealt in detail with
A. SEX INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS, emphasising
that sex education is the prero,;ative of parents and
should not be treated as a school sUbj ect. B. SUPER
VISION DURING THE MID-DAY BREAK at school
and its importance in regard to discipline and as an
opportunity for guidance in the use of leisure. C.
NURSERY SCHOOLS - the Council emphasised that
projected Government Nursery Schools should be sup
plementary to those al dy existing and that these
should receive a Government subsidy. They should be
available to all young children and not only to those
with working mothers and their atmosphere should
emulate as closely as possible that of a good and 19-v-
ing home. .
This memorandum was sent to the Governor General,
the Prime Minister, Ministers and Members of Parlia
ment, the Churcn authorities and the Press.

The Educational Sectional Oommittee gave -the first of
its series of talks on Rediffusion entitled "Guidelines
to Child Education." ...
An activity in connection with International Women's·
Year was the launching of an Essay Competition in
Maltese and a Short Story Competition in English or
Maltese, the five best short stories to be submitted to
ICW for inclusion in an Anthology. (Subsequently a
story from Malta by Mrs. Borg- Hampton, entitled "The
seeds Of the father" was chosen for inclusion).
An exhibition of ~orks of art by women artists was
held at the Museum of Fine Arts on the initiative of
the Council, as part of the IWY celebrations.
The Legal Committee sent letters to the Minister of
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, the Minister of
Finance and Customs and the Minister of "Labour,
Employment' and Welfare suggesting amendments to
the National Insurance Act, the Debt and Donation
Duty Act of 1973 and the Widows and Orphans Pension
Regulations with a view to improving the position of

\

women.
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1976
January

January

January

December

December

1977
April

April

October

November

1978
.January

The opening of the United Nations Decade for Wo
men.
The Council organised a Peace' Forum Utled "Women's
contribution to peace in our times". The forum was
chaired by the President, Margaret Mortimer. and the
speakers were:' Rev. Prof. Eminyan on the Church's
concept of the role of women, Olive Bloomer on the
IWY convention in Mexico, Christopher Calascione on
"Women in Industry" and Anna Sant Cassia on w07"
men's contribution to peace as mothers and workers.
The Educational Sectional Committee' published its
Rediffusion talks during 1975 under the title of "It
Tfal iz-zghar", the booklets to be sold and profits giv
en to nuns who care for young children.
A delegation from the Council paid ,courtesy calls on
the newly appointed Ministers of Education, Justice
and Health and Environment.
The Educational Sectional Committee completed a se
cond series of broadcasts on Guidelines to Child Edu
cation entitled "Teenagers".
The Council celebrated the launching of the UN De
cade for Women with a reception which was attended
by many.VIPs.

A delegation from the Council paid a courtesy call on
the President of 'the Republic. '
The Council was invited to send a representative to a
meeting for women leaders which was addressed by
the new leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Dr. Eddie
Fenech Adami.
The second booklet of radio talks on education, en
titled "It-Tfal il-kbar" was published.
A Forum "The Right to Life of the Unborn Child"
was ,organised. Dr. Ena Cremona B.A., LL.D., was
chairman and speakers were Rev. Prof. Eminyan, Dr.
Marcelle, Schembri Wismayer and Miss Josianne Fe
nech who all treated the subject in a knowledgeable
and practical manner.' An interesting lnd full discus
sion followed with welcome active participation by
some young students.

The Council was invited ,to send a representative to sit
on the National Committee fot the celebration of the
International Year of the Child 1979. The Council Pres
ident, Margaret Mortimer, undertook this task,
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January

June

November

December

December

1979
March

March

August

December

The Council launched a "Campaig;n of Good Will"
which consisted of collecting signatures to be assem
bled in a "Book of Good Will" - a positive way of
saying 'NO to violence'.

The "Good Will Campaign" culminated in the presen
tation of a bound book of almost 10.000 signatures to
the President of the Republic. The original and artis
tic binding of the book was designed and carried out
by Richard England B.J\rch. This event received wide
publicity.

As an activity for lYC the Council organised a Short
Story Competit1on for children in conjunction with
lCW.

The Nati~mal Council of Women of Malta. in compli
ance with Act No. XXII of 1978. dropped the words
"National" and "Malta" and became The Council of
Women.

The Council noted with deep satisfaction the fact that
tb~ law whereby women could not fill jobs previously
It~id by men had been amended and this discrimina".
tibn against women no longer exists. The Council
fought hard on this matter.

The Council noted with satisfaction that the "1973
AmendmentsF to the Civil Code in favour of the legal
status of women" are bearing fruit. as was demons
trated in a court case where a wife was allowed to
administer her paraphernal property. The Council has
long striven for improvements of this description.

A service of thanksgiving to coincide with the depar
ture of the British was held at Dar I-Emigrant in gra
titude for many decades of friendship and as a fare
well to many friends and members wao were taking
their departure.

One of the two winning short stories by children aged
between 7 and 11 was titled "The Wonderful Seeds",
written by Marlene Pace, and the Council was in
formed by lCW that the title of the anthology to be
published by lCW with assistance from UNESCO is
to be "The Wonderful Seeds and. other tales" -. a
triumph for Marlene Pace and the children of Malta.

The third book of recorded talks on Child Education
was published, entitled "The Teenager".
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1980
May

May

.Tune

Sep~ember

October

December

1981
February

Dr. Ena Cremona B.A., LL.D., resigned her office of
Legal Consultant to the Council after fift,een years,
due to pressure of work. The Council owes much to
Dr. Cremona and accepted her resignation sadly. Her
place was taken by Dr. Tonia Huntingford B.A., LL.D.
and the Council considers itself fortunate that she has
agreed to become the new Legal Consultant.
In conjunction with the Social Action Movement a
Seminar "Women at Work" was orf?;anised which was
well attended and much fruitful discussion took place
(See page 36).
The Council issued a Press Release on the subject of
Private Schools vis-a-vis Government (See pag-e 40).
A letter was sent to the Prime Minister on the subject
of the Median Line issue with Libya pledging our
support on this national issue and hoping that the
issue will be settled honourably and expeditiously in
the interest of our country.
EClCW held its autumn meeting in Malta and this
international contact was of great value to our mem
bers.
A Press Release was issued commenting on the Bud
get (See page 41).

The Council issued a Press Release on the "Bill
amending the Code of Organisation and Civil Proce
dure" regarding the reorganisation of the Courts.
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Resolutions passed by the Council of Women in Malta since 1974.
It is the policy of the Council of Women to send copies of all

resolutions to the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister and
Ministers, Members of Parliament, the Church Authorities and the
news media.

The COUNCIL OF WOMEN IN MALTA in conference assembled
at its Annual (jeneral Meeting of:

8th June 1974 - regarding
1. REAFFIRMATION OF POLICY

On the occasion of its Tenth Anniversary, re-affirms its policy
as expressed in various resolutions taken during the past ten fruitful
years, as registered in its recent pUblication,

notes with satisfaction that its activities have borne very encour
aging results and that throughout these ten years the Government
of the day has a.~ways taken its suggestions seriously and many of
its recommendatjons in the national interests have been implement
ed in due course,

while congratulating Government for the Legislation introduced
during the past year in consonance with past NCW recommenda
tions, namely:

a) the improvement of the Legal Status of Womt>n as from
January 1974;

b) the improvement made by raising the ceiling of the Income
Tax; and

c) the SUbstantial increase in the allowances to needy persons
benefitting through the National Assistance and Old Age
Pensions;

but also notes with concern, that- several of the Resolutions are
still outstanding, such as those relating to Public Morality and De
cency, Cancer Screening, and the introduction of Childrens' Allow
ance,

urges Government to consider seriously the past and present re
solutions and make full use of the potentialities and r,ervices of wo
men in general and the Council in particular.

2. SCHOOL LEAVING AGE AND BUS CONDUCTORS
notes with satisfaction the welcome steps recently taken by the

Minister of Education when this year the school le~vlng age was rais
ed to 15 years -. a measure the Council recommended as long- ago
as 1967 - and will be further raised to 16 by next year,

also congratulates the Minister of Education on the active and
effective measures by which the Education Department is endeavour-
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i ing to enforce this legislation and while offering its whole-hearted
support for this wise measure cannot but note with concern the
growing numbers of school-age boys that are being exploited as bus
conductors -" a demanding job with lon~ hours from early morning
till late· at night in an environment which is neither morally healthy
nor physically congenial,

urges the authorities concerned, especially the Traffic Board and
the PolIce, to enforce the existing legislation regarding age of bus
conductors and cooperate with the Education Department to ensure
that these youngsters receive the education and training they deserve
and for which purpose the nation is spending millions of pounds.

3. MEMORANDUM ON EDUCATION
having considered the Memorandum drawn up by the Educa

tion Sectional Committee, regarding three important current educa
tional matters, namely:

a) Sex Instruction in SchoolS;
b) Supervision during the mid-day break at schools; and
c) Nursery Schools;
fully endorses the considerations and suggestions therein,
resolves to submit it to the Minister of Education for her ser-

ious consideration and possible implementation,
and· inviteS the Minister to meet an NCW Delegation to discuss

these matters.

4. ABOLITION OF OATH FOR SOCIAL SERVICES
after having noted that the oath is still 'being administered to

applicants for National Assistance as a matter of routine,
considers that this measure in an ordinary office in the presence

of a clerical officer has diminished the solemnity and consequent
significance of the oath in the eyes of hundreds of applicants and
has, in many cases, lost its effectiveness and rendered a solemn oath
a matter of routine,

urges Government to abolish the oath for such administrative
purposes and introduce instead a declaration which, if and when
found to be false, should carry .~n adequate penalty.

5. CONSUMER PROTECTION
aware that Government is doing all in its power to control

prices is nevertheless of the opinion that there Is still much other
J work· to be done in the field of Consumer Protection and Consumer
Education and therefore,

recommends that the new Executive Committee should appoint
a sub-committee to study ways and means of setting up a Consumer
Protection Association in Malta.
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6. POSTERS
reaffirms its previous Resolution taken in 1971,
regrets that, notwithstanding that Government undertook to re

move posters from some of the main roads leading to the cities, yet
election posters can still be seen in some of the main roads, and

further notes with regret· that a new wave of poster sticking is
being carried out,

urges Government to forbid the defacing of buildings and avoid
further disfigurement, and see that our buildings and "environs" are
clean and tidy, and free from every type of pollution.

4th October 1975 - regarding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

Discrimination Against Women in Employment
affirming its policy as contained in previous resolutions and me

moranda,
notes with dismay that Government passed Section 26A to Act

XLVI of 1974 that "where there occurs a vacancy in any employment
previously occupied by a male, whether such vacancy occurs through
redundancy or otherwise, such vacancy shall, except with the special
permission of the Minister, be filled only by a male: vrovided that
the Minister may, in granting such permission, impose such condition
or conditions as he may deem fit", and

asks the Minister of Labour, Employment and Social Welfare
to rectify this blatant discrimination against women in employment
as a gesture to International Women's Year.

2. WIDOWS PENSIONS
calls on Government to take action on· the suggestions made by

NCW of Malta in its letter dated 23rd April. 1975. sent to the Minis
ters of Justice, Finance, and Labour, concerning:

a) The National Insurance Act in so far as it affects widows.
b) The Death and Donation Duties Act 1973 - where succession

duty paY~ble by widows on pensions is concerned.
c) The Widow and Orphans Pension Regulations. (See page 41)

3. VIOLENCE ON MTV AND CINEMA
aware that it may be impossible to prove factually that films and

television programmes depicting violence, theft, crime and hooligan
ism affect the behaviour of people and consequently the social scene,
is

convinced that as violence in these media increases, so it increas,..
eS in the community especially among the younger citizens and,
therefore,

urges Government to seek the co-operation of the Malta Broad
casting Authority and the ·Film Censors, in considering- methods by
which these trends can be reversed, and also- to consider the possibi
lity of the formation of a Film and Television Consultative Council,
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the members of which should be drawn from varied sections of the
community -and inClude women.

The Council of Women in Malta is also
concerned that not enough attention is p~id to ensure that the

Censors Certificate is publicly exhibited at Cinemas as by Law pres
cribed, and that the admission of persons under' the afl;e limit fixed
by the censors is not always strictly adhered to and, therefore.

- reqy.ests Government to issue instructions to remedy the situation.
.

4. SAFETY DURING LAWFUL PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES
deeply concerned at the amount of violence which has recently

taken place during lawful political and other assemblies,
appeals to the authorities concerned to ensure that all citizens,

irrespective of their views, should be free to express their opinions
publicly in safety.

5. ASSISTANCE TO YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
attaches great importance to the wholesome use of leisure by

young people, and therefore,
welcomes the action recently taken to provide recrea.tional activi

ties for school children during the summer holidays. It also
appreciates the efforts of the various Voluntary Organizations

which work towards the same end and earnestly
recommends to Government that these clubs be given such as

Sistance as they require in order to carry out their activities.

30 October 1976 - regarding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

while extending to the newly elected Government its loyal congra
tulations-,

notes with satisfaction that immediate action was taken regard
ing the matter of Widow's Pensions and Succession Duty as recom
mended by NCW's pre-election Memorandu'm to political parties, which
it now re-affirms, while hoping that similar positive action will be
taken on other proposals and recommendations.

The Council of Women in Malta on its part, as always. offers full
co-operation in all matters that fall within the scope of its: aims and
objectives for the benefit of the community.

2. CLE~LINESS

while welcoming the fact that Government has appointed a Mi
nister for the Enviroment- and appreciating the efforts being made to
keep Malta tidy in towns, villages and on the beaches, urges Gov
ernment to

a) take due consideration of the environment in the siting of lit
ter receptacles and rubbish dumps and remove !uhbish dump
ed at random;

)
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b) better equip PWD and PH staff for the job they are required
to do to MAKE Malta clean and tidy;

c) take stricter measures for the enforcement of laws govern
ing public cleanliness;

d) pursue relentlessly the current praiseworthy campaign to re
move all election posters. streamers and painted slogans which
are defacing the length and breadth of the Islands;

e) organise an effective educational campaign ,on cleanliness
in schools and through the Mass Media;

f) enforce with maximum strictness the law on emission of die-
sel fumes. ~

3. TRAFFIC
gravely concerned at the lack of discipline which is evident in the

manner in which all classes of vehicles are driven in these Islands..
resulting in frequent collisions and accidents. many of which prove
fatal, recommends that

a) greater vigilance and stronger penalties should be exercised
in cases of (i) driving at excessive speeds. (ii) driving in the
wrong direction in one-way streets. and (iii) irrespon'sible
driving;

b) road -surfaces be thoroughly overhauled and pot-holes and
uneven surfaces eliminated;

c) pedestrian crossings to be clearly and distinctly marked and
lit at night, and many more pedestrian crossine;s to be pro
vided on busy thoroughfares;

d) relative priorities be shown at all road intersections and
roundabouts by lines. give-way si~ns or other means and ob
servance of .these priorities be strictly ~nforced;

e) all vehicles to be regularly examined for road worthiness.

4. PROTECTION OF THE INDIVIDUAL
deeply conce,rned at the increase in acts of hooliganism. violence

and theft, appeals to the Authorities concerned to afford better.
-protection of the individual by

a) increasing vigilant patrolling of vulnerable areas such as pro
menades, beaches and places of entertainment;

-b) enforcing harsher penalties for offences of violence;
c) providing more street lighting as a protective measure.

5. PUBLIC TRANSPORT
having noted the spirit of competition which apparently governs

the conduct of the public transport system and its generally unsatis
factory state, urges Government to

a) ensure that buses leave termini at regular fixed intervals,
always with a reasonable number of empty seats;

b) insist that buses be driven within reasonable maximum/min-
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imum speeds and not in competition with one another for
the largest load of passengers;

c) enforce regulations concerning numbers of standing passen
gers;

d} ensure that individual routes are adequately catered for by
the numbers and freQ.uency of buses operating on the~;

e) ensure that all buses are regularly inspected and minimum
standards of comfort and cleanliness enforced;

f) check on ages of bus conductors. many of whom appear to be
well below the minimum age limit.

23 lune 1977 - regarding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

re-affirms its policy as expressed in the Aims and Objects of its
Statute and in the many resolutions taken in the past years and duly
published,

. notes with satisfaction that the importance of women's direct
contribution to the national effort is being increasinglY recognised.

. and while appreciating the fact that the importance of its sug
gestions have been implemented by the various Governments in the
past 12 years, in pat:t or in full,

notes with concern that
a) discrimination against women still exists both in the letter

and the applica~ion of the law, and that
b) woman's potential in pUblic life is still not fully appreciated
urges Government
(i) to pass the necessary legislation in order to remove legal dis

abilities affecting women, with particular reference to
1) the Civil Code, and
2) Act XLVI of 1974 insofar as· S26A states that uwhere there

occurs a vacancy in any employment previously occupied
by a male, whether such vacancy occurs through redun
dancy or otherwise, such vacancy shall, except with the
special permission of the Minister, be filled only by a
male: provided that the Minister may, in granting such
permission, impose such condition or conditions as he
may deem fit"

(ii) to appoint women on all Government boards.

2. CORRODING INFLUENCE OF FILMS
being gravely concerned at the continuing deterioration of films

which are corroding the moral fibre of our nation, and after having
noted that

a) the level of the films being passed by the censors is morally
very low and the majority of th,em abound in scenes of vio-

Ilence; .
b) in the case of films imported by Xandir Malta these are or-
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dered,yetted and exhibited by the same persons, which surely
defeats the purpose of censorship;

c) posters relating to films which are not for universal viewing
are publicly displayed outside the cinema and in this way
scenes that are not considered suitable for persons under a
certain age, (if at all), are shown indiscriminaV~ly to passers
by of any age;.

d) as trailers of films considered unsuitable for children and
young people are also. shown with "U" films. it is most unfair
for those who have particularly chosen such films for them
selves or their children on the understanding that they will
provide entertainment which will not contain_ anything of
fensive;

e) the Same situation 'arises also on Xandir Malta when
advertisements of films not suitable for children are shown
with programmes that the family as a whole normally watch
es or listens to,

again appeals to the Prime Minister, the Censors, importers. the
Broadcasting Authority and others that are in any way responsible
to put a stop to this degrading state of affairs which is rapidly low
ering the moral standards of our Nation.

3. THE RIGHT TO LIFE OF THE UNBORN CHILD
having noted with' horror the legalizing of abortion in some cou:q.

tries, feels that the injustice and cruelty of such laws to defenceless
human beings cannot but degrade the country that enacts them,

and, while appreciating the fact that abortion is illegaJ in our
country,

resolves to continue to do .aU in its power to safeguard the right
to life of the unborn child,

4. SELECTION FOR SPECIAL SCHOOLS
aware that Government, quite rightly, intends to give the more

gifted pupils the opportunity to develop their potentialities in special
s'chools.

recommends that the selection of such pupils be carried out ac
cording to modern methods of testing which take into account the
general ability of students as introduced by the Education Depart
ment in consultation with UNESCO experts previous to the adoption
of the Comprehensive 8ystem; and

that results of such testing should be given as an order of merit
list rather than. on a Pass/Fail basis so as not to discourage those
who do not make the grade.

5. SCHOO'L LEAVING AGE AND CHILDREN'S ALLOWANCE
having noted that pupils who do not intend to proceed to higher

education or to sit for external school leaving examinations have

- 22-
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little incentive or inclination for remaInIng on at school after at
taining the school leaving age, recommends that

a) such boys and girls be given the option of leaving school at
the end of the term in which they reach their 16th birthday,
and

b) their parents should continue to receive the children's
allowance during such a period beyond 16 during which the
children are obliged to remain on at school.

6. AREA SCHOOLS SHOULD OFFER A "FIVE YEAR" COURSE
having considered that it is doubtful whether the change to

which boys and girls are subjected when they commence secondary
education in one of the area schools that caters only for Forms 1 and
2 is beneficial to their education,

and that the staffs of such schools are likely to feel that they can
achieve very little in the short period of two years during which they
retain their pupils,

recommends that such schools be given the opportunity to give
their pupils the full five year course as

a) this arrangement would make it possible to cater better for
the boys and girls of average ability, now that the more
gifted children are to be taken to special centres,

b) small schools affording a five year course will give such child
ren the sheltered environment they reCluire to develop their
interests and talents which may well be lost sight of in the
large schools to which these children are at present drafted
after two years of secondary schooling.

7. SCHOOL FOR MALADJUSTED GIRLS
having noted that there are no special schools for maladjusted

girls, considers that
a) provision needs to be made for such girls as is done in the

case of boys,
b) the selection of teachers for such a school is of the greatest

importance since they need great dedication and understan
ding, as well as specialized training.

8. CANCER - SCREENING
having noted that
a) since it is recognized that smear-testing is a reliable early

warning of cancer affecting the female reproductive organs,
and that effective remedial action can be taken as a result of
this early warning,

b) being aware that facUities for such tests are only readily
available on payment,

c) appreciating the fact that the analysis of these' tests is a
highly skilled process;

nevertheless ,feels most strongly that



(i) such tests should be readily available at no more than a
no~inal fee,

(ii) a forceful educational campaign should be carried out in all
mass media stressing that this form of cancer can attack
any woman, young or old, single or married, and that all
women should take the necessary precautions, Le. regular
smear tests.

9. MIDWIFERY SERVICE
having noted with concern that the official Midwifery Courses

for State Registered Nurses have recently ceased for la,ck of applica
tions and fully aware of the essential requirement for an adequate
number of fully qualified midwives,

urges Government to revert to the previous conditions of service,
thereby making the course more attractive to Qualified nurses al
ready in Government employment to ensure an adeauate number of
fully trained and qualified midwives available at all times.

20 June 1978 - regarding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

re-affirms its policy as expressed in past Resolutions and Memo
randal

and while noting with satisfaction the measure of success attain
ed during its Campaign of Goodwill in all spheres of life,

resolves to carryon with diligence its commitment for peace and
goodwill in the public interest,

but also notes with concern ,the deadlock still existing between
Government and the Medical Association of Malta,

therefore, earnestly appeals to both sides to put aside past dif
ferences and come to an honourable agreement in the interest of all
concerned.

2. RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN SCHOOLS
while endorsing the contents of the letter sent by N.C.W. to the

Hon. Minister of Education regarding the importance of Religious
Services in State Schools as an integral part of their curriculum,

earnestly urges the Han. Minister of Education to restore these
Religious Services to their rightful place as an integral part of the
school time-table.

3. DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN
(a) In EMPLOYMENT

having noted statements made by two Government spokesmen
• I .

(on MTV on 24.5.78) to the effect that Act XLVI of 1974 preventing
women from filling a job formerly occupied by a man was enacted to
prevent employment and exploitation of women as 'cheap labour.

confirm their resolution of 1977 in the sense that since there is
pow equal pay for equal work there is no further scope for the law;



(b) In TERTIARY EDUCATION
having further noted that this Act (XLVI of 1974) in combination

with the proposed system of sponsorship in Tertiary Education fur
ther aggravates discrimination against women as it may res.trict
their field of choice as regards University Courses with consequent
intellectual and financial disadvantage,

urges Government to repeal Act XLVI of 1974 forthwith

4. DISCRIMINATION IN NATIONAL INSURANCE
notes with concern that this year's Amendments to the National

Insurance Act severely discriminate against non-working unmarried
women as they now,

(i) are no longer considered as non-employed and the special
Third Class;

(ii) are considered! as self-employed whether they earn money
or not and must therefore pay at least £M1.44c per week
- to many of whom this is a severe financtal hardship;

(iii) they can never claim sickness or injury benefit even though
they are ill, notwithstanding they pay like any other wor~

ing or self-employed citizen, male or female. and, in addi
tion, during their illness have to keep on paying, because
reporting ill does not count as a credit as in the case of
employed citizens
deplores the fact that no voice in Parliament was raised
in their defence, urges Government to amend the law forth
with in favour of this.deserving group of worthy citizens.

5. PUBLIC SERVICES ...:.... SAFE & ATTRACTIVE ENVIRONMENT
having noted previous resolutions on this subject,
notes with concern that there has been very little improvement

despite the continued efforts of the Authorities, and because it reali
zes that much depends on the full cooperation of the general public,

urges Government to launch again a National campaign and
enforce existing legislation on the matter.

29 January 1980.-- rega.rding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

re-affirms its past policies and resolutions taken during the last
fifteen years

and appreciates the fact that over the years many of its sugges
tions have been put into effect by the various administrations

while also noting with relief the recent measure's taken by Gov
ernment during the past year to restore balance in the employment
of women

registers disappointment that there has been little improvement
in certain sph~res such as in the maintenance of law and order in
connection with violence, immoral and indecent behaviour.
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calls upon Government and the Authorities concerned to continue
with increased vigilance in their efforts to curb these offences.

2. UNMARRIED HOUSEWIVES f:J NATIONAL INSURA~CE

CONTRIBUTIONS .
notes with concern that notwithstanding its representations to

Government the law still adversely effects unmarried women in the
home, most of whom have dedicated their lives to I09k after elderly
and/or sick parents and other dependents in the family and thus
contribute indirectly to the country's economic and social develop
ment through their dedicated service at home,

also notes that it discriminates very unfairly against them on
the following grounds:-

(a) the payment of National Insurance is NOT based only on
the amount of earned income as with employed categories but on that
of their unearned income;

(b) that, although they are considered as SELF-·EMPLOYED
in assessing the amount of contribution they have to pay, they do
not benefit in any way from unemployment benefit. sickness benefit,
injury benefit, invalidity, yet they have to pay their N.r. Contribution
without any option, otherwise they will be sued for contravening
the law;

is -very perturbed about this "unprotected and unorganized group
of citizens" and while reiterating that this N.!. law militates very
unfairly especially against middle~aged non-working unmarried
housewives who cannot or are unable to find employment. consider
that the law as it stands is causing them hardship and worry,

calls upon Government to stUdy thorougly their sad plight as soon
as possible and urges it to remedy the situation.

3. CITIZENSHIP OF MALTESE WOMEN MARRIED TO ALIENS
notes with sadness and concern that the plight of Maltese

women married to aliens has proved to be very serious and in some
cases it restricts their freedom of movement and even i.nterferes with
their married happiness in as much as the Maltese wife has to
choose between her country and her husband and family when she
finds out - many times when it is too late -. that she will lose her
Maltese Citizenship after the lapse of one year from marriage if she
bas to assume the citizenship of her husband,

therefore, urges the Legal Committee of the Council of Women to
study the situ8,tion of these women and draw up a memorandum to
be submitted and possibly discussed with the Minister of Justice with
a view to amending the law to minimize these hardships.

4. STUDENT,..WORKER SCHEME & WOMEN
notes with concern that since the degree courses in B.A. B.Sc.

B.Pharm., which were the main choices of women students have
been abolished with the introduction of the student-worker scheme,

- 26-



\
tl\~ present situation is bound to militate against women as is already
evident by the lack of applications,

calls upon Government to review the situation and provide a
remedy, possibly by re-opening courses in B.A., B.Sc., B.Pharm.

5. NATIONAL HEALTH SCHEME
notes with satisfaction that the Commt,lnity Service of the

Health Department is now available free to everybody as of right,
and while congratulating the Minister of Health on the intro-'

duction of such a beneficial service,
urges Government and the Medical Union to forgive and forget

all past hurts and misunderstandings and in a spirit of good will
restart negotiations to end the present impasse.

6. ROAD SAFETY AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
while welcoming the measures recently taken to improve

standards of driving by giving importance to the rule, of the road.,
calls on the competent authorities to check the abuses of those

whose irresponsible driving causes many serious accidents
and recommends that more signs and clearer markings are put

up to help the driver, especially the visitor, to take due care at cross
roadS, roundabouts, entry into IJlajor roads and pedestrian crossings,

also feels that more pedestrian crossings are required in main
thoroughfares even where there are subways since these cannot be
used by everybody, e.g. mothers with prams and elderly people;

further notes with disgust the unhygienic and deplorable state
of most of the buses, viz, torn seats, filthy floors, jammed windows
and suffocating diesel fumes,
- calls upon the Transport Authorities to remedy the situation
forthwith.

7. COST OF' LIVING
notes with concern the unprecedented and ever-nsIng cost of

living sometimes artificially brought about by the scarcity of ordinary
commodities,

calls upon Government to set up an independent commission to
study the cost of living situation and publish their report within three
months .

also urges Government to draw up an up-to-date and scientific
cost-of-living index and while offering the services of its members to
sit on any Consumer Board or Committee dealing' with consumer pro
blems or cost of living;

urges Government to appoint knowledgeable housewives on such
Boards/Committees

39 January 1981 - regarding
1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF POLICY

faithful to its alms and objects which emphasize its faith in
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fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of thehurhan
person and in the equal rights of men and women,

re-affirms its past policies expressed in the resolutions adopted,
recommendations made to Govt. and its declarations published in
the past,

notes with satisfaction that many of its suggestions have been
accepted and put into practice with positive results,

also whole-heartedly confirms its comments on· the. 1981 Budget
regarding women,

and while appreciating the benefits endorsed by Government in
favour of married women in employment, pregnant. mothers ,and
widows,

cannot but show its concern that despite the Counci:il's continued
representations, nothing has been done about several outstanding
issues of national import, most important of which are the Private
Schools Issue, the increased hardship and discrimination against
non-employed unmarried women, the unresolved medical issue which
has been further escalated by the closure of the Zammit-Clapp Hos
pital and the expulsion of the non-Maltese nursing sisters,

calls upon Government to act in the best interests of ALL citizens
by not hampering freedom of action of the individual in any way by
seeing that justice is done and seen to be done and by restoring the
courts to their normal function.

2. ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN
convinced that the full and complete development of the country,

the welfare of the people, and the cause of peace require the·
maximum participation of women on eQual terms with men in all
fields,

affirming the number of resolutions adopted and suggestions
made to Government in this regard,

notes the recommendations . made at the national seminar on
"WOMEN AT WORK" recently held,

also notes that though there has been a continual improvement
in the status of women in industry,

is concerned that the contribution of women to the welfare of
the family and the development of society is not fully recognized,

aware that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the
role of women in society and the I family is needed.

resolves to continue pressing for the necessary reforms regard
ing women's civil and legal status which still leaves much to be
desired,

calls upon Government to ratify the Convention against ALL
forms of discrimination against women, drawn by the United Na
tions, and which came into force last year.
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